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NEWS BRIEFS 


THE SUPERVISORS FIND A NEW TAX GIMMICK; COUNTY WORKERS 
PROPOSE A 4-DAY WEEK; STILL A COOL-HOT RECEPTION FOR THE 
MANZANAR PLAN; AND HOW TV ’'COOPERATED" WITH THE SHERIFF 


N eatly ignoring the "spirit of jarvis," 

so-called (See Jarvis' comments, P.IO), 
the Inyo supervisors this week passed a 
resolution that would place still another tax 
- and additional cost - on the already burd¬ 
ensome price of gasoline. The resolution has 
gone to Sacramento where, or so the supervis¬ 
ors hope, the legislature will pass legisla¬ 
tion allowing a local gas tax. The supervis¬ 
ors justify the tax - or attempt to - ’with 
the claim that about 80# of travel on county 
roads is by people "out-of-the-area," and on 
them ttie burden of cost for the county's road 
construction and maintenance would be placed. 


But that was small reassurance to Inyo motor¬ 
ists who would have to pay the tax, poss¬ 
ibly about half a percent. It is doubtful, 
though possible, that state legislation might 
go through this year. 


A LOT OF COUNTY EMPLOYEES WANT A FOUR-DAY 
work week. Mel Bentley, representing the Inyo 
County Employees Association, says the county 
workers would work four ten-hour days under 
the plan and that "a large majority" are in 
favor of it - although the smaller number ag¬ 
ainst the idea are apparently very against it 

(NEWS BRIEFS Continued, Page 20) 


A rattlesnake, ready to coil and strike, warily eyes the photographer 

In the Owens Valley this year they are plentiful and dangerous. See News Briefs, P.20. 
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Thornbugh’s brother Earl, of Ketchum, Idaho, was in 


At 4:30 a.m. Bill Thornburgh left his house.. 


Missing rancher 

W ITH THE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF AN As¬ 
sailant who apparently joined him in 
an alfalfa field, no one saw Olancha 
Rancher William Lawrence Thornburgh after ab¬ 
out U:30 or 5 a.m. on Tuesday two weeks ago. 
All that remained of his presence on the face 
of the earth that day was a half-consumed cup 
of coffee - and two sets of footprints, his 
and someone else's, in the alfalfa field. Of- 
ficers of the sheriff s department believe the 
second set of prints belong to Thornburgh’s 
estranged son-in-law, and they have issued a 
warrant for his arrest on a charge of murder. 
The suspect is Steve Wilson, who vanished a 
couple of hours after Thornburgh disappeared. 

It has been learned that the last per¬ 
son to be contacted by Wilson is a San Diego 
lawyer. The sheriff, Floyd B a rton, 
and District Attorney L.H. "Buck" 
Gibbons, confirmed on Thursday of 


.. .He 

went 

to 

work. 


Photos: 

Jim Sini th 
John Heston 
Benett Kessler 


.. .and 
he did 
not 
return. 
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Olancha for a cattle roundup . Distraught but grimly ^' 1 - 
accomodating, he patiently led newsmen and a TV film *- 
crew to the area where Bill had parked a pickup and [. > 

was going to turn on an irrigation system. The wat- 
er was never turned on and officers said they found 'f 
two sets of footprints in the field beyond. 
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last week that they had both spoken to the lawyer 
who apparently has been in touch with the wanted 
man. Sheriff Barton said in effect that the law¬ 
yer had apparently been approached by Wilson in 
San Diego, and that the lawyer called the slier- / 
iff's office here to find out in fact whether j 
or not Wilson is wanted in Thornburgh's disap¬ 
pearance. The sheriff contacted Gibbons in reg¬ 
ard to legal points in such matters: Is the att¬ 
orney within the law and is his assoca ation with 
the wanted man protected under the legal defini¬ 
tions concerning attorney-client relationships? 

Gibbons told reporter's that he had not - and 
"would not" - demand that the lawyer turn Wilson 
over to law enforcement agencies. That attorney 
meanwhile had implied in a telephone conversation 
with B a rton that he had "lost contact" with Wilson. 

As the conversations between the lawyer and 
the county's two top law enforcement men were und¬ 
er study, the long search wort on; it had begun on¬ 
ly hours after Thornburgh was discovered raissingo 
On a Tuesday morning two weeks ago he left his 
ranch home set just off Highway 39. c > and had gone 
to an alfalfa field about a half-mile to the west 
to "turn on the irrigation system." The water was 
never turned on, and officers later found two sets 
of footprints in the field. It is now assumed that 
Thornburgh was met there, perhaps surprised by 
someone, and then taken...? One family member said 
Thornburgh had left a cup of coffee on a kitchen 

(Continued on back page) 
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Buck Elton, Earl Thornburqh and Trade 


A steel grating was 
put in the aqueduct 


Crating lowered 
into aqueduct 
would catch any 
object - a body 
perhaps - drift¬ 
ing in the cur¬ 
rent. A complete 
search was made 
of the aqueduct 
system when the 
water was shut 
down . From Mono 
County skin div¬ 
ers came to 
search the depths 
of Haiwee Reser¬ 
voir. 
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Celebrate with us 
three big weeks 

BEGINNING JUNE 


OVER 400 ITEMS WILL BE GIVEN AWAY FREE 
AT OUR BIG 10th ANNIVERSARY EVENT. 

LOOK FOR OUR 10th ANNIVERSARY MEDALLION 
WHICH MARKS FREE ITEMS. 
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| Bishop’s finest foods and spirits .« Imports 


3100 West Line Street | 
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LONE PINE - 

Business Opportunity... 

Ve have several good businesses 
for sale in Lone Pine...Call us today. 

Home... 

Older tuo bedroom home...over¬ 
sized lot...$39,000...Lone Pine. 

KEELER - 

Eight lots for sale...buy one or 
all...good price. 

rDOROTHY BONNEFIN broker 876-4696 
PAT ROBERTS associate - 

South Side Of The Dow Villa Hotel... 

Across From The Pool - tone Pine 



<AU- 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

Q'endon Q,furniture Of 
Xfphohlenj Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce 



ON HAND NOW: 


/ 5 Quarts 30w Motor Oil 

and filter for all $53 

American cars / 


/SERVICE DEPT. / 


SOME OF THE FINEST 
USED CARS IN THE VALLEY. 
STOP IN AND SEE; THIS IS 
THE PLACE TO GET 
THAT SECOND CAR. 


CAPRICE CLASSIC • IMPALA. MONTE CARLO • MALIBU • CAMARO • 


MILLER 
CHEVROLET 


Check here. 



NOVA • MONZA • CHEVETTE • CORVETTE • WAGONS-RV’S 


.before you buy! 


1935 MAIN STREET 
Telephone'876-5551 


Nov/ under new ownership! 


LONE 

PINE 





















































The Mono Lawsuit 

THE CONSERVATIONISTS' SUIT AGAINST DWP 
HAS BEEN FILED, BUT PERHAPS TOO LATE: 
ALREADY, THE PREDATORS ARE ON NEGIT IS¬ 
LAND AND A THIRD OF THE GULLS HAVE FLED 




T he words sounded good and they carried a cer- 

tain reassuring ring of authority coining as 
they did from one of the top officials involv¬ 
ed in the issue - Duane Georgeson, one of DWP's 
top engineer-policy makers* 

Asked if the department had any "real" con¬ 
cern, that is a concern beyond mere self-interest, 
about Mono Lake, Georgeson replied: 

"Yes...uh...As you know, the city has been en¬ 
gaged in a variety of activities to better under¬ 
stand the situation at Mono Lake. 

"We 've been monitoring the water quaLity and 
the biological quality in the lake for the past 
five years...I -think LA is interested in seeing 
that adequate studies are carried out so we can 
have a better understanding of what, ecological val¬ 
ues are really at stake at Mono Lake." 

And recently, DYfP has also written a letter 
to David Gaines, chairperson of the Mono Lake Com¬ 
mittee: Said Sara Stivelman, president of LA's 
water and power commission, "We believe it is high¬ 
ly unlikely that any irreversible ecological dam¬ 
age will occur over the next few years with contin¬ 
ued diversions (of streams that once fed the lake, 
but which are now funneled into the LA water sys¬ 
tem). Our investigations indicate that there is no 
immediate threat to the brine shrimp or the micro¬ 
plankton of the lake. Substantial nesting habitat 
for the gulls will continue to be available at the 
lake even though Negit Island is connected to the 
mainland." 

But Gai nes and several conoervation groups, 
and even the Los Angeles media that DV/P was trying 
frantically to convince, were having none of it. 

The Mono Lake committee went to court, filing a 
hard-hitting lawsuit in Mono County. u ne of the 
plaintiffs in the suit was the prestigious Nation¬ 
al Audubon Society; still another was "Friends of 
the Earth," a conservation-ecologically oriented 
group that sprung up during the ecological revolu¬ 
tion of the ' 60 's. Their suit claims, among other 
things, that DWP has violated the "public trust" of 
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Randy Pestor, Inyo representative on the Mono Task Force 

Their findings may affect pending legislation 


Announcing the lawsuit at a Los Angeles p 

California: "Mono Lake," says the suit, 
"is subject to all the rights, easements 
and protections of the public trusts 
that protects navigable bodies cf water. 
Mono Lake has been and continues to be 
used for all the public trust purposes, 
including without limitation the preser¬ 
vation of the lake in a natural state, 
midlife food and habitat, scientific 
study, navigation, com¬ 
merce, scenic enjoyment, op¬ 
en space, fishing and the 
favorable influence of the 
lake on scenery and clim¬ 
ate ." 

As for the gulls - "a 
symbol" of the Mono situat¬ 
ion and the central point 
of public interest that has 
been generated - they took 
little reassurance from 
the words in Stivelman's 
letter, and, embarrassing¬ 
ly, fled the lake area. Ac¬ 
cording to figures gather¬ 
ed by the University of Cal¬ 
ifornia, more than three- 
fourths of them have left 
the second largest seagull 
rookery in the world. ’When 
word of that fact got out 
in a story published at 
San Francisco, the react¬ 
ion was was almost instant. 
(San Franciscans's attit- 
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udes toward LA's excesses have never gone far 
beyond a suffering tolerance - and San Fran¬ 
ciscans have not forgotten the days when they 
stored water in buckets while Angelenos wash¬ 
ed their sidewalks with garden hoses.) Pre¬ 
dictably, DWP reacted to the published story 
about the decimation of the gulls and the DWP 
public relations department made what it hope¬ 
fully believed would be an effective counter¬ 
move* Using some of its just-under half-a-mil- 
lion—a—year PR budget, DWP sent out word to 
the los Angeles media that the gull story just 
simply was not true - and to prove it, they'd 
take the press on a boat tour of the lake and 
the islands. (Pace it, when you're cruising 
around midst thousands of squawking gulls, no 
one alive - scientist or reporter - can count 
fast enough to know whether a few thousand 


are not there any more 0 ) For its "scientific" 

proof, DWP could do no more than rely (shak¬ 
ily, as it turned out) on the word of a fish 
and game man, and on its own consultant in 
such matters (who right off the bat admitted 
he was no scientist or biologist, but just 
a "wildlife management consultant"), in any 
case, the hastily called press boat tour turn¬ 
ed out to be something less than what an am¬ 
bitious young PR man might dream of. i'he LA 
media was notified, the editors ho-hunmed and 
went back to its interest in the gas shortage. 
Kven the LA Times allowed as how its reporter 
was on another assignment. As for the Inyo and 
Mono media, they weren't even notified. Chan¬ 
nel 7 did manage to assign a film crew (the 
local one, which meant that local coverage 

(See MONO SUIT, Page 9) Page ? 


about 


lake 


the 


ress conference 

A good segment of 
the media turned 
out to hear lake 
committee offic¬ 
ials 9 claims that 
diversion of the 
lake 9 s waters 
will destroy 
the area ecosys¬ 
tem. Committee 
Chairman David 
Gaines and oth¬ 
ers were on- 
camera for al¬ 
most an hour . 

Photos: 

JOHN HESTON 


PORTRAYAL OF 

MONO LAKE 

AT FINAL STABILIZATION LEVEL 

Grim projection of what Mono Lake will become 

Nobody ms buying DWP's claims of serious "concern' 


















DWP's public relations man, Ed Freudenberg (right), hosted a Mono boat tour for the press 


Only a handful of reporters showed up on a trip strictly for the birds: Magazine Photographer 
Jim Smith at left; an NBC Channel 4 TV crew at rear; and an Eastern Sierra News Service Chan¬ 
nel 7 and News-Letter crew. No invitations had gone out to Inyo and Mono County media outlets 

Photos: John Heston 


Studies and census counts made by 
the biology department of University of 
California show conclusively that a large 
segment of the gulls - perhaps up to 75% 
of them - have left the lake area. A bio¬ 
logist for the Fish & GAme Department, 
Andy Anderson, disagrees in part. Here is 
his view: 

"I'm not worried about the gulls. 
There’s more nesting area here. The gulls 
apparently left because of predator mol¬ 
estation, coyotes or humans. I disagree 
that they left the lake area. 

"But Fish & Game is far more con — 
cerned about the salinity of the lake; 
there are plenty of nesting places. I do 
not think you have to be concerned about 
numbers. We may have lost a few thousand, 
maybe. 

'Thera hag definitely been some re¬ 
nesting. Dave Winkle? (the UC biologist) 
has a better idea of the numbers of the 
gulls; I have no idea of the numbers. Our 
greatest concern in the salinity; I don't 
think anybody can give an answer to the 
salinity. " 

Asked, then, if Fish & Game and DWP 
were not "playing a kind of crap game" in 
the absence of real knowledge about pot¬ 
ential harm, Anderson replied: "Well, the 
inter-agency task force on Mono Lake is 
studying everything. They’ll have a rep¬ 
ort . " 
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Andy Anderson, biologist: 
The Fish & Game view 
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pleasant afrn&sphere 


Now, you 
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‘the Club’ 


MONO LAWSUIT, Continued 

would be a part of it after all)j and LA's 
Channel it duly forwarded one of its people. 

What DWP had hoped would be a media coup 
turned out to be, well, a boat cruise. And to 
make matters worse, the Mono Lake Committee 
had gotten wind of the trip the day before 
and managed to steal a march on the PR folk; 
Committee people were waiting at lakeside on 
return of the boat, and they offered not only 
a printed handout with UC's gull estimates, 
but also - lunch for the reporters. 

Although the suit has been filed, each 
side in the issue recognizes that the matter 
at hand may be one that is far more political 
than it is judicial. And in such a fight, med¬ 
ia support is necessary. For now, the conserv¬ 
ationists seem to have the edge since DWP lost 
its credibility somewhere back in Inyo County. 

On one point at least all parties seem¬ 
ed to be in agreement: The efforts to blast a 
channel between Negit Island, the gulls' nest¬ 
ing place, and the mainland, had been a last- 
ditch effort that plainly had not worked. Ev¬ 
en the DWP people agreed that coyotes had 
wasted no time in wading, swimming or jumping 
the narrow waterway. And that the gulls had 
fled. It is DWP's claim that the gulls have 
merely moved to other islands. The two best 
authorities as it stood last week appeared to 
be the state fish and game man (His statement 
appears on the page at left), and David Wink¬ 
ler of UC-Davis. 

The gull issue may in fact be as one 

committee spokesman said: "Merely a symbol" 
of the real problems at the lake. Nobody at 
this point really seems to know what will hap¬ 


pen. DWP's pronouncements were taken as little 
more than overly-optimistic wishful thinking. 
The" pressures on the department from southland 
industries and politicians keep DWP searching 
as always for more and more water. About 20 % 
of LA water comes from Mono basin. The demands 
for water continue to increase while resources 
- realistic resources - are on the wane. The 
real question then becomes that of just how 
much an area's desire for growth (LA is already 
unhealthily populated and polluted) can depend 
on another area's resources and patience. 

The Mono Lake Task Force, so-called, a 
conglomerate of agency people who hope to turn 
up with real facts, may have considerable bear¬ 
ing on legislation that is already in the Sac¬ 
ramento lawmill. 

The controversy may serve yet another 
purpose other than that of saving the lake area: 
Since the issue came alive about two years ago, 
there has been an increasing sympathy on the 
part of a previously apathetic Mono administra¬ 
tion - a sympathy that is beginning to bind In¬ 
yo and Mono Counties closer together to try to 
check the increasing inroads and demands of 
Los Angeles. Many Mono businessmen are reluc¬ 
tant, however (See Notes from B.K., P.27), to 
get up front with their views; they are all too 
aware of DWP's capacity for punitive action 
against those who won't follow the DWP line 
(water meters, increased rates, refusal •to hon¬ 
or past promises and commitments and, above 
all, punishing the business community by put¬ 
ting on pressure through leases). Once again, 

it became a matter of LA colonialism manifest¬ 
ing at its worst. 

It was something Inyo could understand. n 


Come to see 
Knight Manor 
- Then stop 
in for cock¬ 
tails and 
dinner. You 
can enjoy 
Inyo’s best! 


Father's Day celebration: A Basque Dinner. 

Seatings at 5 pm and 7:20 pm. Call for reservations. 


IMT 


’7/tatuvt 


SWIMMING AND TENNIS CLUB INC. 

lOO CARMELEA LANE. P.O. BOX 237, BIG PINE. CA 93513 • 714-938-2525 


For full membership,call for details 
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County’s excuses? “Poppycock!,”says Jarvis 

PROP 13'S CO-AUTHOR PROPOSES STILL ANOTHER TAX CUT, SCOFFS AT LOCAL GOVERNMENT'S REASONS 
FOR SPENDING, DERIDES RENT GOUGERS - AND HOLDS REAL HOPES FOR "THE SPIRIT OF JARVIS." 


H E IS THE IMPLACABLE ENEMY of government 
waste and over-taxation. He is the av¬ 
owed adversary of bureaucratic stupidi¬ 
ty ("Can a bureau, any bureau, ex¬ 
ist without stupidity?"). As pub¬ 
lic figure he is all of us, or at 
least most of us, and he has the 
talented capacity to say in plain 
English what most can only suffer 
silently in frustration. He is al¬ 
so relentless. Even at 70-plus. 

Howard Jarvis makes friends 
quickly. (Example: A reporter wants 
to talk to him "just for a minute" 
but is tied up on a story. Can he 
wait just a few minutes? "Certain¬ 
ly." The reporter is a nobody in 
terms of the mass media types Jar¬ 
vis usually deals with; but in 
spite of the protests of an aide, 
he waits not "just a few minutes," 
but nearly 30. "I'm delighted to 
wai t," he says, and clearly he 
means it.) 

First off, he is asked ab¬ 
out whether the "spirit of Jarvis" is lost by 
governments that try to work around Propos¬ 
ition 13 and discover tax money by fee sys¬ 
tems, etc. His answer: "The spirit of Jarvis 
is alive and spreading." People, it seems, 
arc catching on.to governmental end-runs that 
attempt to subvert the law. His solution for 
such distortions of the law: "If there is a 


clown in office, vote him out." 

And what about county governments that 
claim they just can't cut costs? "Poppycock!," 
he explodes. "Fifty percent of all 
government spending is waste. They 
can cut costsi" 

Well, there have been some 
cuts made, but government loaders 
seem to trim the fat at the bottom 
in terms of workers' salaries and 
services - not at all in the "spir¬ 
it" of the Jarvis Amendment. They 
also continue their as-usual inef¬ 
ficiency and blame it on Jarvis 
when they run out of money. Where 
then do we "trim the fat?" 

Jarvis 1 answer was clear: "At 
the top, and in the paperwork." 

How are his ideas and his 
proposals managing to get such wide¬ 
spread support? How is he doing in 
Washington these days? "It's fun¬ 
ny," he says with a gleam in his 
eye. "In Washington, some of the 
politicians who don't like me are 
very friendly." ■ 

And that's where Jarvis—as—politician 
comes in. His unique ability to tell-it-like- 
it-is in simple people-talk has won him a 
broad political base and a grassroots support 
that is envied, hated - and feared - by many 
officeholders. (Example: Jerry Brown who came 
out strongly against Prop 13, but who now is 



Howard Jarvis 

Vote the cloms out 



. ' 




HE REST, TRY THE BEST! 

we’re Mill ‘WpkH 


IN BIS 




'BESTBURGERS, MALTS, CHICKEN, SHRIMR FAST LUNCHES 

FRESH LOCAL USDA CHOICE BEEF (NOT FROZEN) /T/nZT/TVC' 

INSPECTED TOP-QUALITY FOUNTAIN PRODUCTS H UOL&I O rnttZt 


MAIN STREET, JUST NORTH OF THE PARK - PLENTY OF FREE PARKING - PHONE ORDERS 
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a Jarvis supporter.) 

How is Jerry Brown treating him these 
days? "Very well," says Jarvis, "He talks to 
me a great deal and I think he 1 s done every 
thing he can do to implement 13 •" And then 
he adds, as an afterthought or warning, "He'd 
better keep on doing it." 

What does his latest work involve ?, Jar¬ 
vis is asked. "Well, there's a new initiative 
to cut the income tax in California by 50$; 
to index the income tax so that if you get a 
$£0 raise you don't get a $60 tax raise. And 
to freeze the state sales tax at its present 
levelo" Why such an initiative, other than 
just to put a further control over goverrment? 

"The state," he explains, "is going to 
have something like an eight-billion-dollar 
surplus next year. 

"It is obscene." 

Is this a national movement? Proposition. 
13's influence seems to have spread to other 
states and even into Washington. In answer, 
Jarvis pointed out the "spontaneity" of many 
grass-roots spin-offs in other states after 
Prop 13 's stunning success in California. It 
is also plain to see that Jarvis' several jun¬ 
kets to Washington are for some purpose far 
beyond the mere concerns of California's tax 
and government waste problems. 

It was mentioned that Inyo County was 
another county that strongly supported the 
Jarvis Amendment back in November. "The peop¬ 
le in Inyo wanted to help themselves. I ap¬ 
preciate that," said Jarvis. "And we can still 
do a lot more." 

And, presumably, that is what he is now 


working toward. 

So much work in fact that the quest¬ 
ion of Jarvis' own political ambitions 
comes to mind. 

He is asked if he himself plans to 
run for higher office. 

"Never 1," he snaps. And why should 
he? He has successfully captured - and con¬ 
tinues to hold - all the popular support 
that it takes to put over his ideas and his 
reforms; he has little need of the trappings 
of office that to him might prove to be 
more of a liability - a limitation - than 
any help. He is now a power behind the 
throne - oerhaps several thrones - and the 
politicians fall all over themselves in 
(usually) bumbling attempts to win his fav¬ 
or or his endorsement. H e bestows the lat¬ 
ter on very few. (In the last e lection, he 
gave television support to two opposing 
candi.dates, which gives us all some in¬ 
sights into the man who sees no contradic¬ 
tion there; he wants his own programs "in," 
no matter who wins.) 

The rent issue was brought up. Jarvis 
learned that the reporter herself was a 
property owner who had reduced her ten¬ 
ants ' rents when Proposition 13 passed,. 

Did he believe the amendment, which saved 
millions for California landlords, had in 
fact proved helpful for overcharged rent¬ 
ers? Jarvis reflected, then ruefully said 
"I wish we had a lot more like her 0 " He 
does not necessarily support rent control 
imposed by government - just another reg¬ 
ulation. (JARVIS continued on Page 13) 
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Price-. 

Built-in 
Electronic 
Flash. 

The KODAK EKTRALITE 10 Camera is so easy 
to use, so convenient to take with you in pocket 
or purse that you’ll never have to miss any of 
those memories again. Built-in electronic flash 
gives you up to 100 flashes per set of batteries. - i 

Complete outfit 95 

Phillips Camera House 


186 No. MAIN 


(714) 872-4211 


BISHOP 



Get more 
from Les... 


MntneHngmtHMn 


Les Hall of Virg¬ 
il Oyler Motors 
will meet or beat 
any reasonable 
deal on a new 
01 dsmobile , Cad¬ 
illac, Chevrolet 
or Datsun. 

He will also of¬ 
fer more than a 
fair deal on any 
one of his fine 
"OK" used cars. 



Les Hall 

Call for an appointment or 
ask for him at the showroom. Why 
not make your next automobile 
purchase a rewarding experience? 
You'll get more from Les.... 


•VIRGIL OYLERI 


Televhone 
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On our new bright screen... 
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STEREO 


..TONIGHT! 
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RESERVATIONS 

387-2370 


Lower Rock Crook 15 mI!o* North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 


T 

j A most unique experience in dining, 
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JARVIS, Continued 

In more than 20 minutes Jarvis said ve¬ 
ry little that anyone could describe as mere 
political rhetoric. H e touched nearly all the 
important issues: the bureaucracy from court¬ 
house to Write House; government "regulation"; 
ambitious politicians who court "special in¬ 
terests" ("They all do."); and the whole mix¬ 
ed bag of the people's deepest concerns and 
suspicions. 

"They'd like to tax us and regulate us 
right out of our houses and have us working 
for them, instead of them for us," warns the 
tax revolt leader. 

Well then, is it now too late for the 
public to regain its control over government? 
"Not at all," he says with confidence. 

One leaves Ms presence with an inex¬ 
plicable tendency to mutter something like 
"Thank God," but also with the knowledge that 
it will take work and public involvement and 
perhaps the kind of leadersMp that this man 
seems willing to provide. One questions, but 
one also concludes that he may have just what 
it takes. ■ 

REMEMBER: 

Hungry kids everywhere. 

Help feed them. _ 

CAM.Oil. Inc. 

660 FIRST AVENUE 
NEW YORK. N. Y. 10016 
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Channel 7’s 

Christine 

Lund 


SHE’S NO. 1- 


WHY? 


In the Mule Days parade Lund was constantly "on camera" 
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TELEVISION CAMERAMAN FROM LA'S CHANNEL U 
was cruising Mono Lake on an assignment 
this week and he ruefully contemplated 
the state of television news in Los Angeles. 
"It's the numbers game," he said. "The ratings 
count." And so they do: Last month's figures 
for his own TV news and that of CBS's Channel 2 
showed - again - that the two outlets were in 
serious trouble. And the trouble was reflected in 
still more firings (This week, Bill Moyer of Chan¬ 
nel U, and a few weeks ago, Joe Benti of 2) of some 
of LA's top anchormen, as the managements of the two 
stations frantically groped around for talent with the 
ability to draw the audience back from No. 1. 

No. 1 of course is You Know Who, over at ABC's 
Channel 7, long-time favorite of Inyo viewers. 

She is blonde, taller than she appears on 
the home screens, and she is, well, just what 
she seems to be on the tube, though perhaps a 
bit more "serious" than she comes across there. 
On top and managing to stay there, serene¬ 
ly secure on Seven, is Christine Lund. Lund 
was in town as grand marshall of Bishop's Mule 
Days parade and she took time out to talk to 
News-Letter'8 Benett Kessler (who according to 
the area's radio surveys, incidentally, is 
herself No. 1 with Bob Wellman's KIOQ-FM news 
show). Clearly, they could understand each o- 
ther. Lund was ready to talk about LA's "Num¬ 
bers games" and the state of the media. Her 
explanation was concise: "In a sense, 
people choose their newscasts the way they 
choose their friends, and so there is 
that element when they pick their anchor 
people that they want to watch. It is be¬ 
cause you've got to live with that person 
for an hour - or possibly two hours if you 
watch the entire thing - 
and it's kind of personal." 

How has Channel 7 man¬ 
aged to stay on top? Why, in 
effect, has a huge majority 
of LA people (and Inyo peo¬ 
ple) chosen Lund and Jerry 
Dunphy as their "friends" 
for an hour or two every ev¬ 
ening? "What I think has 
done it," replied Lund, "is 
the fact that you build an 
lienee very slowly. Chan- 
L 7 has consistently de¬ 
fer ed on its coverage. I 
.nk we cover the heck out 
the area (and of late 
> also dramatically ex- 
id ed its film coverage of 
lyo events, though she 
did not mention that), 
and we've got the best 
reporting staff. (But) 

.t's the people in the au- 
lience that make (pr break) 
a lot of anchor people 
and we try to do the best 
we can. But there's no 
way in the world two peo¬ 
ple can bring in the ra¬ 
tings; it's the operation 
shind us - 200 people be- 
.nd us. The audience only 
ses us, the anchor peop- 
s, but there are 200 oth- 
•s: hot, sweating people 
rking all day in that 
newsroom that make it haj>- 
pen." 

















The fact is that the people who make 
television also watch it, watch it with an in¬ 
tensity undreamt of by even the most avid tel¬ 
eviewer, and from a far different point of 
view and with different motivation. Theirs is 
the technical view, the professional view. 

"On a big story," says Lund, "we check 
the ratings. We see the people tuned to Seven. 
I think we cover it more effectively; we're 
more responsive, and if we hear something's 
happening, we're not going to think twice. We 
will move on it and when it happens we may 
find out later that there wasn't anything to 
it, rather than taking a chance and missing 
the story. We wind up with more stories that 
don't get covered in other places. I think... 
Well, that's bragging, plain and simple...3ut 
I also think it's true." 

There has been talk, especially among 
media critics and analysts, about "happy-talk 
news" and its emphasis on show-biz rather than 
on hard news covering serious subjects. (The 
surveys show that audiences like fires - 
"flames" - and accidents and stories about 
disasters, news in short that has little to 
do with the courthouse, statehouse and V/hite 
House and affects their lives.) Channel 7 has 
had its fair share of criticism about that 
kind of news, and, more recently, other chan¬ 
nels (trying desperately to copy Seven's 
style and catch up in the numbers game) have 
come under the same criticism (From the pro¬ 
fessionals in the trade, not from the public, 
obviously). 

But in Lund's case at least, the antics 
of show-biz-yness (Anchor people running to 
their seats as the show goes on, ad libs and 
unctious smiles all around) does not necess¬ 
arily preclude "serious" coverage. Lund her¬ 
self comes across with a successful formula: 
H a rd news with enough pizzazz to get the aud¬ 
ience to listen to it. Is she herself "seri¬ 
ous"? Look at her record: Carroll College, 
Earlham University, Harvard, Lake Forest and 
University of Chicago. Degrees in such brainy 
things as English lit and art history. All 
this plus a considerable experience with TV 
outlets (talk show hostess, news anchor, etc.) 
all across the country. H e r coverage of the 
SLA shootout in IA — then as a stand-up rep¬ 
orter - won her an Emmy, Une concludes in 
weighing the record that one is dealing with 
someone "serious" about news, and someone 
holding a fair idea of "what's important." 

Lund was asked whether she'd rather be 
covering the news from behind the camera or 
reading it up front. "I'm glad you asked that 
one. I always hope to spend lots of time be¬ 
hind the camera. Gne of the things that means 
most to me is working on the documentaries 
("serious" news on heavy topics), and then I 
am the writer, producer, chief cook and bot¬ 
tle washer, and that, I think, is very satis¬ 
fying because it's most like reporting. You 
get to sit and tinker with a story and fine- 
tune it...as opposed to getting it on the air 
by hook or crook which is the daily thing. 
That's exciting and fun, but also refining 
the product is a good thing, too." 

"The product," i.e., Channel 7's "Eye¬ 
witness Hews," seems to have a very fine tune 
indeed, in Inyo County and certainly in Los 
Angeles. For three years or more, according 
to local surveys, Inyo's TV viewing habits 
have followed closely those of the southland, 
centering primarily on Lund's and Dunphy's 


news. Benti and Sandy Hill had been popular, 
then came the complete staff overhaul that 
devastated the Channel 2 newsroom^ there has 
been turmoil ever since and only recently 
Benti went the way of the others. It is said 
by many observers of LA television newsstaff 
acrobatics that the impulsive firings - all 
done kind of frantically in hopes of finding 
somebody to keep up with 7 - may themselves 
be the cause of the trouble: newsroom morale, 
job insecurity, etc. - not to mention the fact 
that the viewers who "choose anchor people 
like they chose friends," like consistency. 

At 6 and 11, Dunphy and Lund are there. 

Their consistent presence may be a part 
of the 7 success formula. Lund's boss. News 
Director Dennis Swanson, said "People feel 
comfortable with them - Every night there's 
Christine, Jerry Dunphy and Dr. George. There 
is a permanency about it. People are creatures 
of habit and we project stability." 

Swanson said that attaining - and hold¬ 
ing - the No. 1 spot is due to three factors: 

"Personalities": i.e., Lund, Dunphy and 
Dr. George (Flschbeck), the news show's pleas¬ 
antly outspoken and volatile weatherman; 

"Product": "We've developed a product 
that people are comfortable with - the style, 
the presentation - and the information." 

"Promotion": Advertising. And also a 
high public image for its stars, like Lund 
coming to Bishop. 

Swanson had the latest figures on the 
LA "numbers game": For May, the news show's 
6 o'clock news had an ARB rating of 10, as 
compared with Channel I* (8), and Channel 2 
(7). The 11 o'clock news showed them at 12, 

9 and 7, in the same order. The low ratings 
for Channel 2 may be directly attributed to 
2's constant changing of faces in the past 
three years. Asked about "stability," that is, 
the policy of keeping well-known "comfortable-" 
people as opposed to constant changes of anch¬ 
ors, Swanson said, "I think there's no doubt 
about it. It works." 

Being in No. 1 spot also has its re¬ 
wards. Although he would not provide salary 
figures ("I think that's up to Chid.stine, her 

(LUND, Continued on Page 21) 



No.l (LA) talks to No.l (Inyo) 

To hold an audience, hard news with pizzazz 
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IS YOUR HOME 
REALLY PROTECTED ? 


ARE YOU INSURED TO ACTUAL VALUE ? 
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ACTUALLY COVER YOUR HOME ? 
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PETE LARSON 

R. F. OYLER INSURANCE 

124 N. MAIN ST. LONE PINE 
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—‘Growth’ in Inyo: - 

The lines are drawn, the fight begins 

THE "GENERAL PLAN UPDATE" PROBLEM COMES HOME TO ROOST: ANTI-GROWTH GROUPS FILE SUIT 
DEMANDING AN END TO CONSTRUCTION; BUILDERS RUSH TO OBTAIN BUILDING PERMITS 

F EW ARE THEY WHO TOULD ARGUE THAT "GROWTH" IS AN ISSUE, PERHAPS THE ISSUE, that will dom¬ 
inate much of the county's economic and political activity for a long time to came. In 
recent months - as the county's economy showed a dynamic new vitality - there has grown 
along with the new structures the opposition that would see them limited. The issue has now 
landed in the courts and observers are hard put to gather and synthesize the fast-breaking 


actions and reactions. 

The first hint of conservative activism 
came slowly to light in April with a few 
neighborhood mutterings about the proposed 
expansion of a plastics company in Bishop's 
Dixon Lane area. Gathering momentum,that op¬ 
position has mounted, if not in political 
numbers of people then at least in noise and 
public pronouncements. 

The targets of the anti-growth group, 
in Inyo a small but vocal minority, are the 
builders, the developers - and the new seg- 
ij(ji ts of the business communi ty who have mov¬ 
ed in to provide an uncomfortable amount of 
competition to the old-line establishments 
of Main Street. 

Lined up against these are a number of 
homeowners loosely gathered together behind 
the banners of the North Bishop Homeowners 
and the Inyo County Property Owners Associa¬ 
tion. One of these, the Property Owners group 
that was long headed by now-Supervisor Lefty 
Irwin, has gone so far as to file suit against 
Inyo County demanding a moratorium on the is¬ 
suance of building permits. 

The lawsuit strikes the county in one 
of its long-time weakspots, the General Plain 
update which has languished for yearns in the 
paperwork confusion and bureaucratic politics 
of Inyo's inept planning department. And be¬ 
fore it is over with the lawsuit could call 
down on Inyo's administration the attorney 
general brandishing a state law which requires 
for each California county a workable general 
plan. 

The growth issue may finally touch on 
nothing less than the direction the county 
will take in years to come - but it may also 
finally resolve such pressing problems as a 
sagging economy, an overburdensome power bloc 
formed by an entrenched minority, the housing 
issue (Inyo's blue-collar wage-earners, its 
aged, the fixed-income groups and its poor 
are finding it increasingly difficult to find 
a place to live.), and 
finally, the long-ar¬ 
gued questions of wheth¬ 
er an economy based 1 
almost exclusively on 
the fickle tourist is 
really wise or as 
great as it's crack¬ 
ed up to be. 

Ebck to April; 

The signs of dis¬ 
content showed up at 
a supervisors' meet¬ 
ing in that month. Dan 
Pool, the owner of one 
of the county's non- 
polluting industries, 
one that hires nearly 
a hundred people, had 
asked for the county's 
approval of his prop¬ 


osed expansion into a tract of land his comp¬ 
any owns next door to the existing plant just 
off Dixon Lane. 

The land involved is a mixture of misc¬ 
ellaneous grassland m th a tree or two sur¬ 
rounded by fencing. Most would consider the 
land as something far less than ecologically 
critical. But there was more; expansion would 
give the company - Cal-Tron Corp. - a high vis¬ 
ibility on Dixon Lane. 

Among the neighboring residents who went 
to the board meeting to dispute Cal-Tron's 
plan was Ward "Andy" Anderson who was later to 
be elected as president of the Property Owners 
Association. Through Anderson, the two groups 
merged, joining forces to file a lawsuit ag¬ 
ainst Inyo County and its planning commission. 

The suit demands, among other things, 
an "immediate" update of the general plan, and 
would prohibit any issuance of building permits 
or any official approval of sub—division plans, 
zoning variances or re-zoning, until the plan 
is completed. 

The suit set off a flurry of official 
activity at the courthouse - and activity that 
neared the panic stage among the county's buil¬ 
ders and developers. 

* earing that the lawsuit might in fact 
have some validity, a number of builders lit¬ 
erally flooded the county office at Bishop 
with applications for more than a 100 building 
permits, and the builders made public state¬ 
ments - dire warnings of economic chaos if 
their projects were discontinued or if they 
were denied in the future; in their warnings 
was a certain visible truth as the gasoline 
shortages of the southland were quick to 
make clear; Business had dropped from about 
30% to $0% on weekends that should have been 
bustling with tourist activity. 

Anderson, along with a handful of sup¬ 
porters, stated his case; 

"We don't like the idea of lawsuits (but) 
there is an excessive amount of develop- (Cent. 

next page) 
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Inyo Developer Bud Rogers at a supervisors' meeting 

Dire warnings of economic chaos if their projects are discontinued 
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save stove cost 
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ment going on. We want to draw attention to 
the general plan. The only ones who know a- 
bout it are those with money. As for long- 
range plans, we would like to see a limited 
growth ordinance, the only way of having 
meaningful growth. 

"Our economy," he continued, "is bas¬ 
ed on tourism and if the area is made less 
desirable to tourists, we would have a prob¬ 
lem. We don't want another San Fernando Val¬ 
ley." 

Taken verbatim, Anderson's words echo 
very closely the wards of most builders them¬ 
selves the question is that of interpreting 
"meaningful" or "limited" growth. In the past, 
the Property Owners' group has indicated that 
to them at least, almost any growth pattern 
has been "excessive." But Anderson implies 
that that is no longer the situation. What 
his organization is so fervemtly jumping on 
now seems to be shopping centers (such as the 
new Cottonwood Plaza), and condominiums which 
now, more than ever, may be needed to fill 
the very serious gaps between Inyo's needs 
and the realities. 

The contractors, the developers, much 
of the business community - and certainly 
the people in need of housing - think that 
tourists aren't all that great. And a lot of 
them got burned in recent weekends when the 
tourists didn't show up at all; they were all 
waiting in gas lines down south, fearful of 
venturing far from home. And even as late a 3 
the past weekend, many were calling motels to 
cancel reservations; they don't believe that 
there's really a plentiful supply of gas up 
here. 

In any case, say the developers, people 
need some place to live. They also see a hyp¬ 
ocrisy among some members of the upper-middle 
well—housed folk in north and west Bishop. 

A member of the property owners group once 
said publicly that her family came here to 
"get away from the crowding in the south," and 
want no more growth. The developers retort 
that "Yes. Now that you're in, then close the 
gate. Right?" 

The Property Owners recently appealed 
the planning commission's approval of the 
Cal-Tron Corp. expansion plans. The expans¬ 
ion would provide yet more employment in 
an area where welfare rolls tend to indicate 
that joos may be high on the list of priori¬ 
ties of county needs. The Property Owners al¬ 
so would block issuance of a conditional use 
permit for the construction, by Paul Martin, 
of a 37-unit condo in West Bidiop.- right off 
West ■'dne Street whose ecological and caste 
purity has already been somewhat tainted. 

Individuals, too, are getting on to 
the stop-the-developers wagon. One resident, 
Gail Stange, presented the supervisors with 
a petition bearing 58 signatures of people 
she claims are against the condominium plan. 
They object, she says, on the grounds of the 
"density" of the project. Stange and her co¬ 
signers feel that the project was "pushed 
through" without "adequate" input and consid¬ 
eration. Stange points out strongly that she 
and her friends are not members of the Proper¬ 
ty Owners Association - but she made clear 
she just may well be in the future. 

But if the opponents to development 
were gathering their forces so too were the 
people who build Inyo's houses, business of- 
fices aid condos. 
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It is clear that they have a lot at 
stake, and they must meet sizeable payrolls. 

A bishop lawyer, Peter Tracey said that 
Cal-Tron Corporation, the Cal—Iron Employees 
Association and the Inyo County Contractors 
Association will oppose the property owners 
in the general plan lawsuit. And last week, 
he took action in that matter, filing a motion 
naming those organi zations as "intervenors" 
on the defendant's side. 

Not just a little angry are the county 
supervisors themselves. Said County Administra¬ 
tor John K. Smith: "I think it's unfortunate 
to have individuals use the law for what ap¬ 
pears to be personal gain at the expense of ev¬ 
erybody else in the county. If they are suc¬ 
cessful, everybody suffers." Although he did 
not say it, Smith touched on what a number of 
observers have long suspected: that there are 
some home and property owners securely entreach¬ 
ed in home and income who would be happy to 
enjoy rising property values in a county with 
-limited land for further expansion; again, the 
now-that-I'm-here-close-the-gate syndrome. 

And so this week, the county was sched¬ 
uled to appear in court to answer the lawsuit 
filed by the property owners. The county must 
now show cause why it should not stop the is¬ 
suance of building permits. As for the attorney 
general's coming into the case, Anderson says 
the AG's office is "interested" in the case, 
but has not yet decided to intervene. 

Again, it may be a matter of definitions 
as to what people mean by growth. In the coun¬ 
ty's recent census questionaire, the figures 
made clear that a large majority of people are 
in favor of some kind of "growth." Here are 
the figures: 

Only 16.h? percent wanted to discourage 
population growth and preserve the county's 
communities, desert, mountains, etc. 

31.3.6 percent want limited population 
growth with development and minimal environ¬ 
mental damage. 

19.1U want no limits on population growth 
and would allow development that would not 
cause significant environment damage. 

U«?2 percent want to encourage populat¬ 
ion growth and development regardless of envi¬ 
ronmental effect. 

And 10.£1 percent had no view. 

The opponents of growth, and even mem¬ 
bers of the Property Owners Association, are 
not without dissent among their own organiza¬ 
tion. It was learned that when Anderson was 
elected president of the group, two of its 
members resigned - Frances Grinnan (previous¬ 
ly an outspoken partisan of the no-growth fac¬ 
ta on), and Boyd Taylor. One spokesman within 
the group said Grinnan left because of her 
disagreement with "the way things were being 
conducted...with the lawsuit." The same spokes¬ 
man, who is considered a reliable source, said 
that other members were not consulted on the 
lawsuit, that it was "spearheaded by a few peo¬ 
ple." 

Which brought to mind a question that 
has gone unanswered for years: Just who, and 
how many, make up the IPOA membership? The 
same spokesman answered: "That has never been 
divulged, ^ou weaken yourself when you reveal 
your numbers to your opposition." 

Some members wishing to remain unident¬ 
ified said, in effect, that they take a stand 
against too much growth, but that they don't 
want "to cripple the county." ■ 
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NEWS BRIlFS, Continued 

indeed. Bentley laid out the idea to the sup¬ 
ervisors thi3 week, assuring them that he in¬ 
tends to discuss the matter further with var¬ 
ious departments to find out what pro blems if 
any may accrue under such a plan. u ne of these 
is the possibility that county offices might 
be thrown out of step with the hours of the 
business community, though Bentley did not 
bring that up. The supervisors, meanwhile, 
are taking a wait-and-see look at the propos¬ 
al that might include a 90-day try-out. 

WITH THE WEATHER HOT - AND GETTING HOTTER - 
the reptilian metabolism is warming up too. 
This year, the snakes were out of hibernation 
early, and as is usual! y the case in early 
summer, "they are active." A state Fish & 

Game biologist, Darrell Wong, points out that 
snakes - including the feisty rattlers of In¬ 
yo's mountains and valley byways - are cold¬ 
blooded and they depend on "solar heating" to 
get their blood going. In the mornings and 
late afternoons they like roadways - and foot 
paths - to warm up. About 7,000 people are 
bitten each year in the United States, but a3 
Wong points out, the snakes are not aggress¬ 
ive (as some people mistakenly believe them 
to be), and few bites are fatal. What should 
the snakebite victim do when bitten? Wong 
says the "cut and suck" method is out; (It 
never was very effective). Avoid alcohol that 
makes the blood - and the venom - flow fast¬ 
er. "The best thing to do is to go to a hos¬ 
pital or a doctor." 


THINGS HAVE NOT GONE WELL for the Japanese-Am- 
erican "Hanzanar Committee" in its plan to re¬ 
build the old Manzanar Relocation Center as a 
memorial. Committee members, and members of a 
state Parks and Recreation team that came here 
to hold hearings on the plan were rebuffed by 
a lively opposition that was startlingly ang¬ 
ry and vociferous. "We must have approached 
it all wrong," admitted one committee member 
who now proposes a public relations program 
that might convince doubting Inyoans that such 
a project may in fact be to their benefit - as 
a tourist attraction. Committee members have 
been quietly contacting possible supporters in 
the county in hopes of getting a small core of 
support. But the supervisors were having none 
of it; this week they dispatched Supervisor 
Johnny Johnson on his third trip to Sacramento 
to oppose the plan which has come up before 
the legislature's ways and means committee. 

And California Senator S.I. Hayakawa, himself 
a Japanese-American, also got into the act when 
a Japanese committee lambasted him in an ad¬ 
vertisement in the Washington Post for not go¬ 
ing along in their support. i'hey also equated 
the Japanese relocation centers with the con¬ 
centration camps of Germany - as they have 
done all along and which fact has created much 
of the opposition. Hayakawa suggested in a 
press release that everybody should "just drop 
the whole matter." But nobody seemed ready to. 


SHERIFF FLOYD BARTON had held some hope for 
an early capture of Fugitive Murder Suspect 
Steve Wilson (See story, page 2), and he dis¬ 
tributed Wilson's photo among television out¬ 
lets in the southland. He even personally 
called LA's prestigious Channel 7 asking that 

(NEWS BRIEFS Continued, P.26) 
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LUND, Continued 

husband and the IRS."), he did confirm that 
the salary figure for Lund had been published 
in national magazines as $200,000 per year. 

Lund is loving it all; there's a certain 
justifiable pride in being No. 1 in one of the 
most competitive fields - and in cne of the 
most competitive market areas - in the world 0 
But the security of being in the No. 1 spot 
seems to have given the show even more impet¬ 
us; no one appears to be coasting and resting 
on his laurels. 


Lund came to the Mule Days celebration 
"because she was asked," which itself gives us 
some kind of insight into her priorities. 

She takes the time to "be" with people. 
WITH them, not just merely in their presence, 
or onstage before them. She seems not to play 
for applause or approval and as a consequence 
gets it all. 

At Bishop, her husband was with her, but 
always guided the reporters' conversations and 
questions back toward his wife, even though 
his own achievements are far from small. He is 
a physician and surgeon, specializing, it i 3 
thought, in heart cases, although he will not 
talk about any of his own work unless pressed. 

And so she's No. 1, and she thinks enough 
about Inyo County to come up here (away from 
the rarified world of LA media) for a mule 
ri.de. 'Why is she No. 1? 

Decause she's Christine Lund; it could be 
no other way, probably, b - -> 
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A LOT OF PEOPLE IN INYO 
ARE FINDING OUT... 
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‘Going public’ 


DUMPED FROM HIS JOB, A DEPOSED HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATOR MAKES AN ANGRY STATEMENT ABOUT 
WHAT HE THINKS ARE THE PROBLEMS UNDERLYING SOUTHERN INYO HOSPITAL'S ONGOING CONFLICTS 



I F JERRY ZEUTZIUS IS TO 
be believed, the un- 
. settling problems at 
Lone Pine's Southern In¬ 
yo Hospital may go deep- 
er - far deeper - than 
those already brought to 
light. Zeutzius, who had 
acted as the hospital's 
administrator in recent 
months, was bypassed U-l 
when the hospital board 
recently met to name a 
full-time administrator. 

He is the fourth admin¬ 
istrator to be dumped in 
as many years as various 
boards have tried to al¬ 
leviate - or sometimes avoid - the difficul¬ 
ties and issues (finances, staff morale, low 
patient census, shortage of doctors, etc.) 
that have plagued the hospital ever since its 
ambitious expansion program got underway some 
five years ago. 

Most of the other administrators, who 
either resigned under pressure or were fired, 
left silently. Peaceful business-as-usual at 
Southern Inyo Hospital seemed to come to an 
end about the time that former Administrator 
Charles ^apke left to become an Inyo County 
supervisor. 

In his parting shot, Zeutzius charges 
much of the board with nothing less than a 




Jerry Zeutzius 
A parting shot 


kind of cronyism that he calls "a Good Ole 
Boys Club," and he implied that business 
dealings between board and/or staff affect 
the way they vote on hospital issues. He re¬ 
calls a board meeting incident in which a mem¬ 
ber (Zeutzius mentioned no names in his state¬ 
ment) is said to have stated "I'm not going 
to vote against my boss." 

The deposed acting administrator, who 
with the backing of Board Chairman Paul Payne 
worked hard toward a permanent appointment as 
administrator, wrote his press statement with 
mixed anger and resignation: 

"I do not wish to belabor any issue 
here," he began. "I lost an apparent power 
struggle with the same little hardcore, dis¬ 
gruntled clique of employees and members of 
the medical staff who have been running the 
hospital for years. And therein lies the crux 
of the problem. 

"We district voters have refused to 
challenge incumbent board members at the polls 
and the board has become a Good Ole Boys Club 
with retiring board members handpicking their 
successors. In my judgement at this time, 
three of the five board members know absolute¬ 
ly nothing about the operation of a hospital. 
They haven't bothered to review their own by¬ 
laws (which is supposed to be done annually) 
since April of 1975. Small wonder, then, that 
the 'clique' and some physicians have them 
buffaloed, and constantly manipulate them." 

It is Zeutzius* claim that he, along 


Gas lines down south 
can mean unemployment 
lines in Inyo. 


For now, the "gas crisis" seems to be over, but let's not kid our¬ 
selves ANY LONGER. OUR ECONOMY IS BASED ALMOST ENTIRELY ON TOURIST 
TRADE, WHICH NEEDS AN EVER-INCREASING FLOW OF GASOLINE IF BUSINESS 
IS TO GROW WITH THE TIMES. In RECENT WEEKENDS, INYO TOURIST BUSINESS 
WAS DOWN BY 30 TO 50%. CAN INYO REALLY CONTINUE TO DEPEND ON WHAT 
COMES UP THE HIGHWAY? We THINK NOT. Let's REALLY BECOME INDEPENDENT. 

We should encourage non-polluting industry; We should encourage a 

REGULATED GROWTH. We SHOULD ENCOURAGE INVESTMENT, EXPANSION, -JOBS ! 

REMEMBER: YOU DON'T HAVE TO GROW "BIG" TO GROW UP! 


Grow with us. 


CAL-TRO 



Corp. 


We provide jobs' 
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with Hospital District President and Board 
Chairman Payne, accomplished their hospital 
efforts "by the book," so-to-speak, and that 
regulations and laws governing the adminis¬ 
tration were often bypassed for expedience, 
or - his implication - cronyism. 

"Everything I did as acting administra¬ 
tor was in complete accordance with hospital 
by-laws and policies," he says. The presence 
of a new administrator, and the implementing 
of a workable budget (Neither staff nor board 
members take issue with the fact that Zeutz- 
ius and Psyne may have resolved many of the 
hospital's financial problems) may not, how¬ 
ever, end the hospital's ongoing problems. 
Zeutzius emphasized that "...strongminded, 
independent-thinking, dedicated board members 
who will follow the by-laws, telling the med¬ 
ical staff to stick to practicing medicine, 
and telling the employees to do exactly what 
they were hired to do, leaving the management 
of the hospital to the administrator appoint¬ 
ed by the board, period,” will be needed. 

"Sour grapes," says the head of the 
medical staff, Dr. Bruce Mortenson, who read¬ 
ily concedes that he has opposed Zeutzius 
and Payne for some time. Payne claims that 
Mortenson and some of the employees and staff 
had been trying to "get me fired," even go¬ 
ing so far as initiating a recall election. 
Mortenson admits tliat there had been "some 
talk" about recalling Payne, but that this 
had come from nurses and employees at the 
hospital. "I defirately did not push it," says 
the doctor, "but I have not discouraged it 0 
I would not have any objection to it." 

It appears that Mortenson, Payne and 
Zeutzius began drifting apart when Payne and 
Zeutzius began seriously looking into the 
hospital's financial problems and were trying 
to cut costs - and also find help for the 
hard-pressed physicians laboring under a sev¬ 
ere doctor shortage. It came to light then 
that Mortenson's contract with the hospital 
as head of the radiology department netted 
the doctor around $80,000 per year, a figure 
that Mortenson says is "about right. That's 
part of my income; I work other places, too." 
Payne and others were also concerned that in 
the face of the doctor shortage, Mortenson 
would not fill in as a physician, or serve 
as an emergency doctor (The hospital must 
pay fly-in doctors to handle emergency cases 
on weekends, allowing the town's physicians 
some time off from ordinarily heavy patient¬ 
loads .) 

In Mortenson's mind, Payne is one of 
those "strong-minded, independent-thinking 
board members" that Zeutzius calls for in his 
public statement. But he also thinks that may 
not be so great: "I can see," says the doct¬ 
or, "why the employees and medical staff may 
be upset with him. ^e's by himself and even 
the board thinks so. ^e's a lone wolf • I think 
things will go better when the new adminis¬ 
trator goes to work and Payne can go back to , 
Keeler and leave the running of the hospital 
up to the professionals." 

As for his refusal to work as a doctor 
in a town desperately in need of doctors, 
Mortenson says that he is "a specialist in rad¬ 
iology and nuclear medicine. I'm not up with 
the latest things in prescribing medicine, 
and I don't fix broken legs and deal with su¬ 
tures and things. If I worked in the emergen- 

continued next page) 
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cy room, I'd be a liability. malpractice 
insurance does not even cover that." 

Meanwhile, until the new administrator 
arrives in August, who is running the hospi¬ 
tal? Paul Payne, more or less. 

As for going back to Keeler and letting 
an administrator run it, Payne says there 's 
nothing he'd like better, but that he "came 
in here to do a job." Neither Pgyne nor oth¬ 
er board members are paid for their services, 
and since his election Payne has reported to 
the hospital on a full workday schedule. n e 
continues to do so, but points out that "the 
staff is running it; the division heads. I'm 
just filling my duties as president of the 
district and chairman of the boardo I'm sit¬ 
ting here as an arbitrator in some of the 
tough decisions." Deopite his sometimes-dif¬ 
fering views with other board members, Payne 
claims to have the board behind him in gener¬ 
al terms. "I'm getting along fine with the 
board," he said this weeko "I offered my job 
to anyone who would take it, and nobody would 
-so I'm just staying on until the new admin¬ 
istrator gets here." 

And how are things going at the hospit¬ 
al since Zeutzius'was bypassed? (Employees 
had demanded that he be fired in a petition 
presented to the board.) 

"Well," says Payne, "morale seems to be 
a little better, and some people are begin¬ 
ning to talk to me again. I supported Jerry 
Zeutzius all the way and I don't mind saying 
so. 

"There were 18 patients at the hospital 
yesterday, 16 today. That's about our break- 

continued at bottom of Page 26) 
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(Paid political adv.) 

HELP US SAVE THE OWENS VALLEY; HELP US SAVE BISHOP. WE CAN DO IT TOGETHER 

the 

INYO COUNTY PROPERTY 
OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

(a non-profit organization) 

P.O. BOX 95, BISHOP, CA 93514 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN OUR ORGANIZATION. OUR ORGANIZATION'S PHILOSOPHY IS TO PRE¬ 
SERVE BEAUTIFUL INYO COUNTY. WE BELIEVE THAT THE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF 
INYO COUNTY NECESSITATES A POLICY OF LIMITED GROWTH AND STRONG CONTROLS ON ALL 
DEVELOPMENT. WE ALSO BELIEVE IN ECONOMIC DEMOCRACY, WHICH SIMPLY MEANS THAT ALL 
THE PEOPLE SHOULD HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN THE DECISION MAKING 
PROCESS ON ALL ECONOMIC DECISIONS THAT AFFECT THEM, BOTH GOVERNMENTAL AND PRIVATE. 

WE BELIEVE IN PROGRESS, BUT WE DO NOT BELIEVE IN PROGRESS THAT DISREGARDS THE MA¬ 
JORITY AND BENEFITS A FEW. WE BELIEVE IN QUALITY AIR, WATER, AND LAND. WE BE¬ 
LIEVE IN QUALITY GROWTH THAT TAKES INTO CONSIDERATION THE NEEDS OF ALL THE PEOPLE. 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROTECTING AND PRESERVING A NATURAL AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT 
FOR OUR CHILDREN AND OUR GRANDCHILDREN. 



CONSIDER, IF YOU WILL, THE FOLLOWING: 

* CONDOMINIUMS ARE BEING BUILT IN SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL AREAS 

* PEOPLE WITH FIXED INCOMES FACE THE TAKE-CVER OF THEIR PROPERTY 

* INDUSTRIES ARE BEING DEVELOPED IN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS 

* PLANNING AND ZONING DECISIONS ARE MADE WITHOUT THE PEOPLE'S INPUT 

* DEMANDS FOR NEW ROADS WHILE THE PRESENT ONES ARE INADEQUATELY MAINTAINED 

* GREATER GROWTH BRINGS ABOUT AN INCREASE IN TAXES AND A NEED FOR MORE SERVICES - 

SEWERS, WATER SYSTEMS, SOCIAL SERVICES, POLICE & FIRE PROTECTION 


--2K 

MEMBERSHIP DUES AND APPLICATION 


NAME DATE 


ADDRESS__PHONE NO._ 

Dues are only $10.00 per year. Send to: ICPOA, Box 95, Bishop, CA 93514. All 
dues and donations are tax-deductible. In order to save ICPOA costs, please 
let your cancelled check be your receipt. Thank you! Recruit your friends 
and neighbors! 


WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, ESPECIALLY IN SUPPORT OF OUR PENDING 

LAWSUIT TO HALT INDISCRIMINATE GROWTH 
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The Duke is dead- 






In Inyo to shoot TV 
commercials les3 
than a year ago, he 
was interviewed by 
Benett Kessler 




Friends and critics alike all agreed: What you 
saw onscreen was what he really was in life. At 
72, that life ended early this week ; Wayne was 
a victim of cancer. In his career, which span¬ 
ned the years between 1928 and 1979, the actor 
appeared in 157 films, many of them produced 
on or near the Alabama Hills' "Movie Road" out¬ 
side Lone Pine. Wayne said last August in an 
interview with News-Letter reporters that he 
learned much of his trade working in westerns 
filmed in this area, a "favorite" location. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

they include the picture on their popular 
newscast. But the surveys show that viewers 
like to see "flames." Sure enough, three"maj¬ 
or* brush fires broke out on the day the murd¬ 
er story was to run, and the Wilson story got 

HOSPITAL, Continued 

even point, 18. We can make it financially 
under the new budget ($2,002,000, about a 
half-million down from last year) if we can 
keep the census up. That will depend on getfe 
ting another doctor for Lone Pine. 

"The relationships between the staff and 
the administration are pretty good - with one 
exception: Aie radiologist hasn't spoken to 
me for two weeks and he's trying to get me 
fired. I don't care." 

Does the new administrator understand 
that he is coming into a situation that has 
been - to say the least - controversial for 
several years? And, perhaps just as import¬ 
ant, does the local staff and administration 
know that the new administrator has had a 
few troubles of his own at a hospital in Ar¬ 
izona? 

Apparently, the answer is "yes" to both 
questions. 

H.B. Purdy, 51, of Safford, Arizona, is 
the man chosen by the board to take on the 
duties - in this case no small assignment <+ 
of administrator of Southern Inyo Hospital. 
Both Payne and Mortenson have "spoken with 
him," and Payne says that Purdy has been ap¬ 
prised of the conflicts here. But apparently 
Purdy himself is no stranger to hospital pol¬ 
itics and issues. Only recently, Purdy, ac¬ 
cording to available sources, found himself in 
position to fire a doctor and a nurse, and 
there was a subsequent controversy. Mortenson 
says that Purdy had ".given his assurance" 
that he had "not been forced out at the hosp¬ 
ital in Arizona," and that he "could stay 
there as long as he liked." Mortenson said 
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bumped. The irony: Newsmen often complain 
of law enforcement agencies' seeming re¬ 
luctance to "cooperate." The brush fires, 
incidentally, proved trivial in damage, 
but spectacular in bright orange "flames," 
and the ratings stayed high. But YfLlson 
remains so far unpublicized by any of the 
major southland media - and he remains free. 

AT BISHOP'S FAR-G0 SERVICE STATION, 72- 
year-old Sally Fhillips was holding some 
$5000 in cash behind the glass enclosure 
that separates her from customers - and 
from possible robbers. And ■when 20-year- 
old John Iiraon fired a pistol shot and 
demanded the money one day last November, 
she flatly refused. Unnerved by her stub¬ 
born refusal, Limon fled, only to be al¬ 
most immediately captured, perhaps prov¬ 
ing that amateurism doesn't hold up well 
against experienced determination. This 
week, in superior court, Limon was sent¬ 
enced to the penitentiary. 

INYO COUNTY DEPARTMENT HEADS have turned 
up with what the county administrator 
calls five ry austere budgets" - with less 
than 3$ increases. But the administrator, 
John K. Smith, says that Inyo Count!ans 
will suffer no cutbacks in services, nor 
will any county personnel be fired. Coun¬ 
ty officials were going over the budget 
figures, but now they can make only estimates 
on a final budget,until they know how much 
Inyo may get from the state's bail-out mon¬ 
ey. In a resolution, the supervisors asked 
Sacramento for a "fair share" for rural coun¬ 
ties. 

Purdy was "not forced out - so far as I know." 

In any case, Purdy has had several years 
of professional experience, and that, to the 
board and the medical staff, is the important 
consideration. Mortenson, speaking as the 
"spokesman" for the medical staff, said that 
Southern Inyo's biggest single problem has 
been that "it has been run by amateurs instead 
of professionals." 

Another problem, according to Payne, is 
that those professionals "just don't have en¬ 
ough to do." Explaining, he points out that 
with a big plant and with only a small pati¬ 
ent load (Av. daily, a few more than a dozen), 
the hospital is expensively overstaffed (but 
under-doctored). It is necessary to keep a 
staff of more than 50-or-so in order for the 
hospital to keep within regulations and to 
maintain its accreditation. "We just don't 
have enough doctors to keep the patient cens¬ 
us up." 

For now, the controversies in the board 
room and the front office have remained with¬ 
in certain bounds. Payne, Mortenson, the doc¬ 
tors and the employees all agree that the is¬ 
sues have not yet touched on the patients or 
on the care they get. 

^r has it? Even as the last stormy week 
came to a close, and the major controversy 
appeared for now to be settled, new rumors 
began, involving patients and their care: 
Nurses loaded with paperwork while aides and 
vocational nurses actually cared for emergen¬ 
cy cases and somebody was calling to get a 
doctor to the hospital.. 

And so it goes, but hopefully not into 
the future. » 


















- cJVotes ‘From B:K ?- 

"IT'S A MATTER OF PRIORITIES," said the Mono County businessman just before 
he uttered what must be the record for cop-outs. It was just after the re¬ 
turn of the DWP press boat's tour of Mono Lake, and newsmen (including tel¬ 
evision crew^ were trying to get some "local views" on the lake situation. 

The businessman allowed as how he has "very strong feelings" about the lake, 
as he stood on-camera. Thai came the cop-out. "But...I don't think I want to 
be quoted after all...I've got a hundred-thousand-dollar business to consid¬ 
er." The newsmen's jaws dropped; they'd already run UO feet of TV film. They 
asked him why. Then he reported a conversation he had had with Si Jeter, the 
DWP's properties man. He said when he was discussing his leases with Jeter 
that Jeter told him "Now, we don't want the same thing to happen in Mono County (the cutting 
back on leases and renewal options) that we had in Inyo County...Do we?" The question was 
followed by what the businessman called a "knowing look." Then came the cop-outs "I got his 
message, and I've got too much to lose." Then he fell all over himself apologizing to the 
newsmen, his weaknesses and fear 3 showing like a case of acne. The newsmen - working for an 
LA television outlet - figured they'd let the poor fellow off the hook. One of them said to 
him: "Okay, don't worry fella, we won't use it - but if you ever want to get free^ somebody's 
going to have to go public with the way they got you right where they want you." The crews 
walked away in disgust. One still photographer tore the film out of his camera and started to 
hand it to the poor man. Man? Well, let's say "boy." I feel sorry for his wife and his kid 3 
- if he has any. 

•iHJ-W- 

NOT OFTEN,WE SEE EVIDENCE OF REAL SERVICE ANYMORE — so we're happy to say something nice ab¬ 
out the phone company. We had a problem on one of our lines the other afternoon; it was very 
late, so we called up the repair service figuring they'd fix it tomorrow, arrl forgot about 
it. "Who is it?," I shouted, when I was awakened by a knock on the door. My God, it was mid¬ 
night. "It's the telephone repairman," came the answer. Seems he'd been called"from enjoying a 
friend's Jacuzzi,. .watching G arson," to come fix the newsroom phone. I figured anybody ^o'd 
do that, at that hour, deserved something better than midnight impatience from me. Found out 
his name's Everett Snow, and that's a name I'll have to add to my Very Pleasant People list, 
fhanks Everett. 

YES, WE'RE RUNNING 28 (Count 'em.') pages this week, and no, it is not possible for two or 
three people to produce that much news in a week, so our little sheet (for now) is no longer 
a weekly. C^r copying machine can't handle it. Growing pains, that's what we've got, but 
with a little backing that seems to be forthcoming we'll get back on schedule sometime this 
summer. Again we ask, bear with us. 

THE DWP LOT SALES (The area's biggest joke in recent years) are not happening in Mono County, 
either. A five-acre site outside ^e Vining has been the subject of non-negotiation for a 
long time. r ace it, folks, DWP would rather have us all out of the valley, anyhow, so why 
would anybody there do more than talk about selling property? We just hadn't been aware that 
Mono was getting the exact same run-around. Maybe Inyo and Mono should join forces. 

AND YET MORE ABOUT MONO, if you can bear it: The courthouse at Bridgeport is 'way ahead of 
us. We're stuck, you see, with a rogue's gallery of photographs (of past supervisors) in the 
courthouse halls and lobby. At Bridgeport's courthouse there is an ongoing "rotating" art 
exhibit: featuring a local artist—of—the—month and special guest displays of painting and 
sculpture. About three years ago, Inyo County went to considerable expense to frame and hang 
those pictures of glowering, bearded ancients who, in a kind of historical sense, may be 
great stuff, but in a decorative sense are worse than nothing. The county's artsy-craftsy 
types should be given some space to display something far more interesting. Anybody out there 
listening? 

* 

BISHOP'S ADULT MOVIEGOERS ARE PLEASED AS PUNCH: Theater-owner Blair Hilborn has drawn the 

* line on noisy kids and teen vandals. No more special discounts for students until the noise 
and the damage stops. The kids protest, claiming Hilborn's unfair, but at least things are 
more peaceful as we watch the flicks these days. 

MARY GORMAN IS BACK AT HOME AFTER A TRIP TO THE HOSPITAL. She was at her Oak Creek home some 
days back, reading a new copy of Smithsonian when she was stricken with an acute asthma at¬ 
tack. In the hospital she was concerned about "having something to read"- and her tastes are 
universal, running to philosophy, science, latest world goings-on. She is the surviving 
member of an old-line Inyo family. She's now feeling better, thanks, and her scores of friends 
are glad to know it. So far as we're concerned she holds the top spot on the VPP list, and 1 - 
no one would disagree. She is 90 this year. 

THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR SAYS HE HASN'T HEARD ANYTHING ABOUT IT, and other county officials 
vehemently deny it, but at Los Angeles a reliable news source "leaked" the information that 
DWP may be willing (in the ongoing "secret" negotiations with Inyo), to make "concessions to 
the county 1 '- if Inyo will dump its special counsel, Tony Rossman, the man who has (success¬ 
fully, so far) carried our lawsuits against the department. 

AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS...EVERY DAY. 











'-‘t W’P ■'•-L ’ 



Steve Wilson in happier days 

A divorce and rumors of quarrels with Thornburgh 


THORNBURGH SEARCH, Continued 

table, strong evidence that he intended to ret¬ 
urn soon. In the days that followed, ground 
searchers "covered on horseback every inch for 
two miles around, and more." From the air, pri¬ 
vate pilots joined with the sheriff's patrol 
plane looking for some trace of the U8-year-old 
rancher who in recent years had made a statewide 
name for himself as a breeder of Arabian horses 
and "endurance racing" stock. (His daughter Tra¬ 
ci e only recently won for the fourth year the 
endurance race at Lone ^Lne and was on her way 
to becoming a national champion for a second year. 



Thornburgh’s 
son-in-law is 
wanted for murder 

A law enforcement bulletin describes 
him as 36 years old, blonde, and 
weighing 190; driving a new Toyota 

Assuming Thornburgh may have been thrown 
into the Los Angeles Aqueduct system, of¬ 
ficers, working with DWP officials, clos¬ 
ed down the aqueduct. Divers were called 
in from Mono County to search the depths 
of HgLwee Reservoir into which the aque¬ 
duct flows. They turned up nothing. 

Nearing the end of the second week 
of searching, Barton made a final - and 
dramatic - decision: Use the sophisticated 
technology available to him through friends 
at China Lake Naval Weapons Training Cent¬ 
er. Barton knew about an infra-red photo 
system mounted aboard a NWC helicopter - 
a sensitive system that could detect new¬ 
ly turned earth, T n the event Thornburgh 
had been hurriedly buried (Evidence ind¬ 
icated that the suspect would have had cn- 
ly about an hour and a half to dispose of 
a body, if in fact murder had occurred), 
the helicopter would be able to find the 
grave. 

The search for Wilson centered in 
the Los Angeles-San Diego area. A family 
photo (which appears above) was released 
to news and television outlets in the 
southland in hopes that a tipster might re¬ 
call seeing him and reveal his whereabouts. 

On the day before he vanished, Wil¬ 
son had concluded a property sale; it was 
thought that he had on his person about 
$5000 and several credit cards - not enough 
or so officers thought, to keep him afloat 
for any great length of time. "Face it," 
said Barton, "if you're on the road nowa¬ 
days, it can easily cost you $100 a day," 
particularly so, though he did not say it, 
if you happen to be in hiding. 

Before the warrant was issued, rum¬ 
ors had it that Wilson had "had trouble" 
with Thornburgh, probably over the fact 
that Thornburgh's daughter Callie had fil¬ 
ed a divorce action against Wilson. Sourc¬ 
es close to the investigation vertfied the 
rumors, and one peace officer recalled that 
in recent weeks deputies had been called 
to the ranch home to quell a disturbance. 

As the new week - and its ongoing 
search for Thornburgh - got underway, there 
remained few realistic hopes that he may 
still be alive. But as a friend and ranch¬ 
ing companion, Buck Elton,said: "He is as 
tough as nails. We want to believe he's 
out there somewhere." ■ 
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